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YAMATJI NATION INDIGENOUS LAND USE AGREEMENT 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [12.04 pm]: On 7 February, I travelled 
to Geraldton to attend the consent determination and signing of the Yamatji Nation Indigenous Land Use Agreement. 
This historic agreement has been over two years in the making and settles native title across about 48 000 square 
kilometres of land in the midwest region. It includes the traditional land and waters of the Yamatji Nation, 
Southern Yamatji, Hutt River, Widi Mob and Mullewa Wadjari native title claimants. The state government 
acknowledges that Yamatji people are the traditional owners of these lands and waters. In fact, embedded in the 
agreement is a statement that acknowledges their connection to the land and recognises the traditional laws and 
customs that guide their cultural responsibility to the land. The agreement recognises the diversity of all the identity 
groups that make up the Yamatji Nation and acknowledges that this land was and always will be Yamatji country. 
A settlement benefits package has been negotiated in exchange for the surrender of native title rights and interests 
over most of the area, with the exception of a small number of culturally important land parcels. The future act regime 
under the Native Title Act will not apply in the entirety of the agreement area. It was the vision of the traditional 
owner negotiators that this agreement would build a sustainable economic foundation for future generations of 
Yamatji people. Perhaps the most unique aspect of this agreement is the opportunities it offers for self-determination 
and the active participation of Yamatji people in the regional economy. It includes a comprehensive economic 
development package that will stimulate development in the midwest region through employment opportunities for 
Yamatji people, support for new businesses, land transfers and development for tourism enterprises. A conservation 
estate will also be created, to be jointly managed by the traditional owners and the state government, with 
15 additional Aboriginal ranger positions to be funded. In acknowledgment of the importance of heritage to 
traditional owners, a heritage protection regime has also been negotiated to protect important cultural sites. A key 
component of the agreement is the genuine partnership it creates between the state government and the traditional 
owners, which will ensure timely and effective implementation and provide an ongoing forum to discuss emerging 
opportunities in the region. 

I wish to congratulate the Yamatji people on this historic agreement and to particularly acknowledge the work of 
the traditional owner negotiation team who ably represented the claimants in a united approach to the negotiations. 
This successful outcome reflects their hard work and dedication to ensuring prosperity for current and future 
generations of Yamatji people. 
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